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A visit to Belle Shafir's studio

The experience of visiting an artist's studio is always unique. No
two ateliers are alike. Mostly one comes, when given advance
notice, to a relatively neat space, with the working materials
out of sight. The conversation began with various topics that
interest Belle, and continued with a discussion as to the artworks
hanging on the studio walls.

Hanna Barak Engel: The works behind you consist of torn photos
and bits glued together. How and why was this mix conceived?

Belle Shafir: These are works created since the outbreak of
the Corona crisis. | began working at home first of all, Xeroxes
and photos from the computer, related to all sorts of things, the
epidemic and other diseases throughout history. This grew and
developed as | cut things up. | cut out all these shapes and when
| returned to the studio | started working, gluing them on the
raffia. Now raffia is very interesting material as it arrived from
Madagascar and was in my partner’s family's attic.

HBE: Is your partner from Madagascar?

BS: My partner is Iragi-born, from Bagdad, but they lived in

Madagascar for many years.

HBE: How could they leave such a wonderful place?

BS: His father's contract was over and they left. It's a long story,
and I'm jealous every time he tells me about it - he describes
Madagascar as ‘heaven on earth.’

HBE: That's my point? How can you leave?

BS: Yes. Because today it's completely different, we would love
to travel there, but my partner is slightly afraid that he'll be
disappointed, so we decided to put it off. So when | found this
material, since I'm always looking for materials, | saw the raffia
rolls and started to work with the Xeroxes, gluing and sewing,
until eventually, | finished working on these three panels two
months ago.

HBE: | understand you completely, there is something clean and
beautiful and inviting about this material. But as far as the work,
the bottom work is full of details and sewing, full of everything
and silvery, the cylinder or middle stripe, originates from the
same starting point, but is completely different, the torn photos

glued, everything torn, huge letters, what do
they actually say?

BS: That is actually an Albert Einstein quote,
something he once wrote, “all religions,
arts and sciences are branches of the same
tree.” And why did | use this sentence?
The powerful thing, from my point of view,
is that we had experienced a period when
culture was knocked out, we couldn't go
out to anything anymore, not the theater,
galleries, or anything that was art and
culture, and science, well, it is a thing of life
and it belongs.

HBE: That's true.

BS: And that line, | don't know how I ran into
it, but | suddenly found it and it suited this
work.

HBE: It corresponds to the documentation.
The top work is prettier, all sewed and
decorated with gold threads, it features
complex photos of ancient culture ornaments
and different parts of life. Did you work on all
three works together, or one after the other?
BS: One after the other. The top work was
the first, the second is the bottom work,
and then this work, which actually hasn't
too much apart form that central quote. |
decided that | wanted to leave it that way,
even though it's unclear, because | wrote it
on both sides, but that was what | wanted.

HBE: Artistic freedom is complete freedom.

Hana Barak Engel
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