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Elie Shamir: Portrait Time

Elie Shamir's large canvases repeatedly depict the figures of the founding fathers of Kfar Yehoshua in the Jezreel Valley - including his own
father and grandfather. The gradual erosion in the values of working the land and cooperative community is reflected in the family story
of aging and parting from the artist's father and grandfather and reflects in turn on the ethos built surrounding the founders and values of
the pioneers of the Valley. Shamir's paintings and drawings explore, through dialogue with the Great Masters of art, his own world, thereby
offering a portrait of an entire society and culture.

The exhibition is part of a collaboration between Herzliya Museum of Contemporary Art and Mishkan Museum of Art, Ein Harod, presenting
two one-person shows of Shamir's work. This joint endeavor seeks to illuminate different facets of the artist's oeuvre: at Herzliya, the focus
is on his portraits (curated by Dr. Aya Lurie), and at Mishkan the focus is on landscape ("Boundaries,” curated by Dr. Yael Guilat).

The common thread between Herzliya, Kfar Yehoshua, and Ein Harod localities is the work of architect and city planner Richard Kauffmann
(1887-1958), who in the 1920s designed the three localities according to the ideals of the Garden City, stressing the value of culture to
community life.

Both exhibitions will feature segments from a documentary in progress by Ben Shani, who has accompanied Elie Shamir's work since 2011.
The two show together are accompanied by a comprehensive catalogue.

Curator: Dr. Aya Lurie
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