Michal Rotman Laor

Inner Necessity and Everything Beyond Words

When asked what is art, Tolstoy stated his opinion unequivocally,
saying that the artist's main role is to express and transmit
emotions to his audience, “to evoke in oneself a feeling one
has once experienced, and having evoked it in oneself, then by
means of movements, lines, colors, sounds... to convey this so
that others may experience the same feeling.” Rotman Laor's
paintings do indeed speak of emotion. Many years have passed
since Tolstoy's times, and lots of color has been spilled on canvas
- from expressionism to abstract expressionism - and yet we
would still assert that even if the viewer does not recognize or
understand the artist's emotional world, he or she will certainly
find themselves stirred and moved by the symphony of Rotman
Laor's colors and lines.

Abstract expressionism is fraught with feeling, as stated before.
Color, line, stain, shape - as well as some other "background
noises”" - are conducting a polyphonic discourse on the canvas.
Indeed, they are serving as a proxy for the written word, for
emotions, experiences or any reality. Their power lies in the way
they operate as a structured organization, securely ensconced on
that seam line between conscious intent and our unconscious
self, seething and bubbling independently both above and below
surface.
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In contradiction with Tolstoy's claim, some might say that
when art expresses something, it may be more to do with
the way the work is organized than by the artist's emotion
on a given day, since expressiveness is in the work itself,
not necessarily in the artist who created it.

This is a postmodern approach, following Roland Barthes's
proclamation about The Death of the Author. Yet this
may be, among other things, the undisputed power of
Rotman Laor's body of work. From the moment the work
is presented to the world, she speaks her truth. Colors,
lines, stains and shapes are playfully moving, while others
are structured and arranged - dark or light, thin or thick,
large or small, opaque or transparent and more. A complete
dictionary of "words" from the language of art is shaped
into poetry on the canvas, and even if it carries within the
depths of the artist's soul, it is whole in its own right.

The principle of ‘inner necessity’, says Kandinsky, is purely
artistic and free from the trivial. And here on the rich
canvases, Rotman Laor's artistic aim is fully expressed. The
power of language, and the power of the artist in using
language. She is a kind of virtuoso "composer”, using
the potential materials of reality, making them her own,
allowing them to be.

Rotman Laor says in her own words: "Painting for me is
an emotional expression, the essence of a whole range of
experiences and sights. Everything that is beyond words."
This is indeed the role of art, and it is also the same ‘inner
necessity’ that Kandinsky talks about. Shapes, colors,
lines, are a world in itself, with its own necessity to be,
beyond words, possibly even beyond the words the artist
herself knows. Rotman Laor’s s paintings, once revealed, disclose
themselves to the world - and to her - for the first time, and tell
her the story that came into being.

In this spontaneous and intuitive artistry, supported by a kind of
inner logic and insight, Rutman Laor is the conductor running the
show, creating a world of forms and colors both at the time of
execution and at the moment of unveiling. This is where forms
are pieced together, played, or pitted against each other, groups of
shapes defined by colors and lines and textures. Individual forms
either meet another group or are blocked by it - some touching,
others moving away or delineating boundaries, hovering between
the veiled and the exposed, the rhythmic and the arrhythmic, all
on the same canvas.

Rotman Laor says what we know and understand: “This is a
journey into the soul.” To that we can only add that this is indeed
a journey, a profound and enigmatic discourse that meets the soul
and brings about an end. Its power lies in touching the viewer's
soul, by stirring it and leaving its mark.

Dr. Nurit Cederboum
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