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Victor Franco

at the SAdna Leomanut in Yavne

Victor Franco is an exceptional artist, and it was not until his
release from the army as lieutenant colonel that he ventured into
art. Victor embarked on arts studies, immersing himself in it with
his typical dedication, and later spent years teaching art. This
approach, of acquiring rich technical background before and while
setting out to work, means a much smoother path for his artistic
expression; he doesn't have to bother with material explorations
- he can get to the heart of the work, tapping into subjects that
resonate with him, into the deep essence.

The art media that he employs for his self-expression are manifold.
Franco is a multimedia artist. Painting and drawing with print, as
well as the three dimensions of sculpting, offer a fertile ground for
his art. His themes, on the other hand, are fairly limited, focusing
on his endless love of the land. The local landscapes, the Land-
of-Israeli light, the terrain, with the new green or ripe yellow fields
of grain, are at the heart of this artist's interest. The human image
too can be found in a handful of his works; those figures running
in the elegantly sculpted circle of the Hora dance or similarly to
it; the somewhat withdrawn figures who nevertheless turn to the

viewer, suggesting a human, existential story.

The work, with its many layers, serves as the artist's mouthpiece.
His personality and upbringing would not allow him to stand in
the town's square and shout, or even whisper, his love for the
land. Instead, he paints it, time and again, engraving and printing
it, mining all the material options of sharing and retelling the full
gamut of his profound feelings, which overflow with love. For him,
beauty and goodness are everywhere, every hill or tree speak to
the optimism of existence, of being.

Franco, like most artists of merit, tells a life story, which is his
own story, in some ways. He observes reality with little criticism
and great love of all that exists. His personal preference of
finding beauty and peace alongside hardship is a conscious
personal choice. The artist wishes to engage with the sublime,
and what could be more sublime for him than his love for the
land? Therefore, most of his works are serene, marked by their
unshakable still amidst their fierce vividness.
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