Ruth Kalman

Journeys in Shape and Color

Ruth Kalman tells a tale in shape, color, and image. Her body of
works taps into narrative elements of people, objects, landscapes,
time and place, but unlike the written word, which is the guise
of thought, here we see color serve as the guise of the shapes’
outline. The images in her paintings, their application on the
painting's surface, become 'literary elements', or rather postcards
and souvenirs from a physical, mental, lifetime journey. Memory,
experience, emotion, place, and object combine together in thick
brushstrokes and intense colors, exuding freedom as well as
discipline.

Kalman's works suggest the artistic approach and style that
imitate reality, one way or another. Even if these paintings lack
the rigor of the classical painting, even if photographic truth is
not the objective of these works, they address reality, their means
of expression being figurative. Kalman draws her ideas from her
own private experience, of a place she has been to or observed, or
an object that encompasses her - reality.

The painting shows past objects, past or present people, present
places, and present surrounds familiar to the artist; a place that
was, as well as a place where she once was. All these inspire a
mature kind of painting that nevertheless retains, in content and
form, scents of childhood, memory, joy and experience.

Kalman seems to relate her journey with a smile, her outlook
cheerful, optimistic and joyful. It is the joy suggested at times by
the demeanor of the painting characters, but all the more so by
the joy of colors and the brushstrokes. The images of the painted
women, whether her own character or family members, forever
offer different representations of her own person, as they relate
her story as a memory, documentation, and a sense of pining.

As a tale of sorts, these works concern time, while as a painting,
they concern space, for painting as plastic arts medium depicts
bodies juxtaposed in space, and is therefore described as the
art of space. In this space, Kalman succeeds in introducing the
dimension of time as well, with the image of structures, objects,
garments and figures.

This body of works seem like assorted pages from a visual diary,
its formation process allowing to process memory-experience-
emotion, to be inside and feel it, and once it becomes a finished
product, it is yet another page in the log, which retains the memory
vividly, richly, and enrichingly. Color in these works, therefore, is
the guise of the shape as well as of the emotion, which is exuberant
while maintaining restraint.
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