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Janusz Korczak - The Last Road

the artist Boguslaw Lusky Installation in the Heart of Warsaw

On the main thoroughfare leading to the Old City, in a square
bordered by an ancient church, artist Boguslaw Lusky chose to
set up an art installation in memory of the Holocaust. The location
is surprising, | had no prior knowledge of its existence, and even
after a highly charged first encounter, I hardly found any online
information about it whatsoever. | have seen other works by
the artist, run-of-the-mill art of good quality, bordering on the
commercial, yet nothing could prepare me, or any viewer, for the
first glimpse of this brilliant and daring installation set up in the
heart of the city.

Adark wooden fence and a set of railroad tracks serve as a physical
setting, marking that horrific and methodical extermination of
Jews, gypsies and the disabled. Human figures made of papier
maché are seemingly attached quite randomly to both sides of
the wooden fence (this is my own personal impression, naturally,
as | have no means of validationg it), but on second glance one
can see how much thought was given to this positioning. Some
figures are huddled together, others are fallen, with bodies placed
diagonally, in stark contrast with those figures who are so intent
on keeping close physical contact, perhaps hinting at a familial
closeness. There is a human figure on the railroad tracks, with
scattered and unrecognizable items strewn about - are they body
parts from a corpse that was torn apart by the train, or are they
personal belongings scattered in all the confusion?

The raw material - that colorless paper - delivers the message
the artist wanted to convey: the figures all look like ghosts, their
human existence palpable yet no longer earthly. In his wisdom,
the artist chose not to go into graphic details of the horror, instead
expressing only body language, and resorting to those quotes he
likes to use. In his own words:

“Janusz Korczak - The Last Road

several million men, women and children were murdered during
the second world war in german death camps at Auschwits-
Birkenau, Sobibor, Betec, Majdanek, Treblinka and Chelmno.
They were mostly of jewish origin, and their extermination was
one of the objectives of the German occupant. The fate of children
was most tragic, dying of starvation in the Ghetto, transported
to death camps and killed. The heroism of Janusz Korczak, who
did not leave the 200-300 orphans, he was caring about, during
their last, most horrifying trip to the death camp, going to death
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together with them, symbolizes this tragedy. He died together
with his children in a gas chamber in Treblinka on the 5th of
August 1942.

This exhibition is homage to the defenseless victims of that War.
Gloria Victis. "

Out of the myriad testimonies he uses in his work, let me quote
just a few:

“ All those people were loaded into boxcars and their doors were
sealed. Nobody knew what happened to them. One possibility
was, god forbid, that they would be looked in boxcars where they
would be starved to death. Other theory was that they would be
sent to perform slave labor close to the eastern front. In any case
i wished God had mercy on them.

Warszawa, May 22 1942. "

“Gone mad of pain we looked as our families were being taken
away. They were stretching their arms toward us, they begged and
cursed, asked to be killed right away so we would all die together
and our home would be our common tomb. they separated us.
They promised us a few more days of life, a few more days of
dying agony for the price of cursed hard slave labor. *

The installation attracts many passers-by, tentatively approaching
and reading in order to understand what it is all about. The
sharp message is passed on to the viewer, leaving an indelible
impression. In this day and age of Holocaust denial by various
groups and other attempts to minimize guilt, the significance of
such an installation is greater than ever. | appreciate the Polish
tolerance that enabled the placement of a monument like this
in such a central and charged location, and evne more than
that | admire the artist for the clever and touching artwork he
created, and for his determination and courage to display such a
monument in public - here of all places - so these heinous events
will never be forgotton, will never be stricken from history books
and discourse.

Hana Barak Engel




